THE PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY
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THIRD WEDNESDAY IN GREAT LENT
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For the full, invariable parts of the Presanctified Divine Liturgy,
see the digital text revised in 2026, available in PDF and RTF.

“O LORD, I HAVE CRIED” IN TONE FOUR
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For the Third Wednesday in Tone Four
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Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may
praise Thy Name.

I have blindly squandered my father’s riches. I
am now empty, living in a land of evil men. In
my foolishness, I have become like the senseless
beasts, and am now stripped of every divine
grace. So in my return, I cry to Thee, O merciful
and compassionate Father: I have sinned, O
God, receive me in repentance and have mercy
on me.
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Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me until
Thou recompense me.
I have blindly squandered my father’s riches ...
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(repeat above) (2b3) ...

Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, | L ¢y L ELJ) ER5 iz Glac VI G oA Gasil

O Lord, Lord hear my voice. i c1 sain) O
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O martyrs of the Lord, inspired sacrifices,
perfect victims for God, sheep who know God
and are known by Him, whose pasture cannot be
trespassed by wolves, pray that we too may
graze with ye near peaceful waters.
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For the Third Wednesday in Tone Six
(**Having laid up all their hope**)

uald) QAL agdall éa GIE gl
(** Cluwldl) g %%

Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice
of my supplication.
O apostles, seers of God, * revealed as radiant
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shinings * of the great noetic Sun, * ask ye that
enlightenment * shine within our souls; * rescue
us from the murk * of the passions' darkness. *
Intercede ye that we see the day * of our
salvation, and * through your intercessions and
earnest prayers * completely cleanse our ailing
hearts, * wounded by the evil one's villainy, *
that we might forever, * once being saved
through faith, all honor you, * who with the all-
wise word that ye preached * saved the world
from perishing.
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Verse 6. If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with
Thee there is forgiveness.

All the wealth Thou gavest me, * O my
compassionate Father, * wickedly did I
misspend * when I took my journey hence * to
a wicked land, * and now I waste away *
famished of all good works, * in the shame of
my transgressions clothed, * stripped bare of
grace divine, * I, the wretched prodigal, raise my
voice * and cry in anguish: I have sinned, * for
I know Thy goodness: receive me back * as one
of Thy hirelings, * O Christ, Who art
compassionate to all, * through the Apostles'
well-pleasing prayers, * who completely loved
Thee, O Lord.
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Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have I waited for
Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy
word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord.

O apostles of the Savior, lights and benefactors
and saviors of the world, seers of God’s glory
and heaven, adorned with miracles and signs of
healing, fervently pray to the Lord for us so that
our prayers may be accepted. May we all be
made worthy of seeing and kissing the life-
bearing Cross with fear. In worshipping it, send
down on us Thy mercy, O Savior, as the Lover
of mankind.
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For St. Theophanes in Tone Eight
(**0 strange wonder**)
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Verse 4. From the morning watch until night,
from the morning watch let Israel trust in the
Lord.

O Godly-minded Theophanes, * for Christ’s
Theophany named, * thou didst follow with
fortitude * in His life-bestowing steps; * and, O
Father most excellent, * leaving behind all the
vain delights of life, * thou didst look earnestly
to that comeliness * which was thy sole desire;
* and through all thy godly strivings unto Him,
* thou hast been made Godlike nobly and most
perfectly.
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Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and
with Him is abundant redemption, and He will
deliver Israel from all his iniquities.
O Godly-minded Theophanes, * for Christ’s
Theophany named ... (repeat above)
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Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all ye nations, praise
Him, all ye people.

O Godly-minded Theophanes, * though thou
wast sick and infirm, * O all-famed Father, thou
didst bear * bitter exiles manfully, * sparing not
thy tormented flesh, * when thou wast banished
by raging lions’ wrath * and sent away for the
holy icons’ sake; * mocking thy foes to scorn, *
thou didst show the folly of their wicked mind *
and their empty counsel and their truly senseless
thoughts.
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Verse 1. For His mercy is great toward us, and
the truth of the Lord endureth forever.

Truly, the Giver of every good * hath richly
given to thee * the rewards for thy heavy pains,
* O thrice-blest Theophanes, * in the power He
granted thee * to drive out demons and heal
infirmities; * and He vouchsafed thee His joy
ineffable, * where the angelic ranks * dance for
joy, and where thou ever dost behold * the all-
holy countenance of the Almighty King.
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Theotokion from Menaion in Tone Eight
(**0 strange wonder**)
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Come, O my soul, now with heavy groans * and
running torrents of tears * streaming forth from
the heart, and cry * to the all-immaculate *
Virgin Mother of Christ our God: * In thine
unbounded compassion, rescue me * from the
dread torment, O pure and holy Maid; * and
bring me forth to dwell * in the place wherein is
rest, eternal joy, * and enjoyment of the things
that pass the mind of man.
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When “both now” is chanted, the clergy make the
entrance with the censer.
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Deacon: Wisdom! Stand upright!
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O GLADSOME LIGHT (plain reading)
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Reader: O gladsome Light of the holy glory of
the immortal, heavenly, holy and blessed Father:
O Jesus Christ. Lo now that we have come to the
setting of the sun, as we behold the evening
light, we hymn Thee: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, God. Meet it is for Thee at all times to be
magnified by joyous voices, O Son of God and
Giver of life. Wherefore the whole world doth

Gagd ¥ A V) ada el Bgs Tst L zig A
B el fyen b cdagadall Gugdl) (gsle 2l
ot (Lilna g3 W3l (il g ) Lials
Shrall ) G L Laly) Guall g 05 GYls Y
R ) il b ekl o) ala)

32 &l Al S (5l clgal,

glorify Thee.
OLD TESTAMENT READINGS asddl) agal) el
THE FIRST READING Y Balal

Deacon: The evening prokeimenon.

Reader: 1 have hoped in the mercy of God
forever, and unto ages of ages. Why dost thou
boast in evil, O mighty man, and in iniquity all
the day long.

Deacon: Wisdom.

Reader: The Reading from Genesis. (7:6-9)

Deacon: Let us attend.
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Reader: Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came upon the earth. And
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him went into the ark, to escape the
waters of the flood. Of clean animals, and of
animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of
everything that creeps on the ground, two and
two, male and female, went into the ark with
Noah, as God had commanded Noah.
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At the end of the first reading, the priest holds a lighted
candle and the censer in his right hand, and the reader
reads the prokeimenon for the second reading.
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THE SECOND READING

Ll 32,8

Reader: When God hath turned back the
captivity of His people, Jacob shall rejoice and
Israel shall be glad. The fool hath said in his
heart: There is no God.

Reader: Command.
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The people remain standing. The priest turns toward the
Prothesis Table, elevates the censer and the candle, which
are in his right hand at head level, and makes the sign of
the cross:
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Priest: Wisdom. Stand upright.

Then standing in the holy doors facing the people,
making the sign of the cross with the censer and candle,
saying:

Priest: The Light of Christ illumineth all.

The Priest returns to the Holy Table and gives away the
candle and censer.
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Reader: The Reading from Proverbs. (9:12-18)
Deacon: Wisdom. Let us attend.
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Reader: If you are wise, you are wise for
yourself; if you scoff, you alone will bear it. The
woman Folly is noisy; she is undisciplined and
without knowledge. She sits at the door of her
house, on a seat at the highest point of the city,
calling out to those who pass by, straight on their
way, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
And as for him who lacks understanding, she
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says to him, “Stolen water is sweet, and bread
eaten in secret is pleasant.” But he does not
know that the dead are there, that her guests are
in the depths of the grave.
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The Presanctified Divine Liturgy continues as usual.
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THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother, by the might of the
precious and life-giving Cross; by the protection
of the honorable Bodiless Powers of heaven; at
the supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the
holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of our
father among the saints, Gregory the Dialogist,
pope of Rome, whose Presanctified Divine
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy,
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N.,
the patron and the protector of this holy
community; of the holy and righteous ancestors
of God, Joachim and Anna; of the Venerable
Theophanes the Confessor of Sigriane, whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints:
have mercy upon us and save us, forasmuch as
He is good and loveth mankind.
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Choir: Amen.
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While the people come forward to receive the Antidoron,
the reader recites Psalms 33 and 144. Afterward, the
priest concludes the Presanctified Divine Liturgy.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy Fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single
copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




